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the State at the residences of the accused and others,
and as a result the crowning sensation of the Panama
drama took place. On the 2oth of December in the
Chamber of Deputies the President read out the follow-
ing letter from M. Tanon, the Procureur-General:
" I have the honour to apply to you for authorjsa-
tion  to  prosecute  members  of  the   Chamber  of
Deputies.    A criminal  investigation  was  recently
opened against MM. Charles de Lesseps, Fontane,
Cottu, Sans Leroy, and any others whom the investi-
gation might have involved, on the charge of corrup-
tion of public functionaries within the meaning of
Articles 177 and 179 of the Penal Code, for acts
relating to the issue of Lottery Bonds of the Panama
Company in 1888.   In the course of that investiga-
tion, the magistrate has seized a certain number of
cheque counterfoils bearing the initials of names,
several of which appear to be those of Deputies now
forming part of Parliament.   In these circumstances,
it is necessary that the Deputies in question should
be summoned  by  the  magistrates  to  offer  their
explanations in the form provided.    I have con-
sequently the honour of asking the Chamber to be
good enough to suspend parliamentary privilege as
regards   MM.    Emanuel   Arene,   Dugue   de   la
Fauconnerie,  Antonin   Proust,   Jules   Roche,   and
Rouvier."
The same letter, with the requisite alterations, was
read in the Senate by the President, the Senators con-
cerned being MM. Be"ral, Albert Grevy, Le"on Renault,